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Issues of Modern Living under the Islamic Republic Of Iran Laws and Culture
Iran is a country in the Persian Gulf covering an area of 1,648,195 square kilometers and bordered to the north by Armenia, to the south by Pakistan and Iraq to the west. Iran has the highest urban growth rates almost tripling from 27% in 1950 to 65% in 2017. This rate is said to increase to 80% by 2030 (Payvand, 2009). Modern families live in these developing urban areas including the middle class, upper middle class, and the working class. 99% of the people of Iran are of the Muslim religion and the remaining 1% comprises of the other religions that are Christians and Jews. These modern families experience a number of problems as a result of the strong Muslim culture that dominates the country. The paper aims at explaining how the movie ‘a separation’ illustrates the issues affecting modern lifestyle in Iran. Some of this issues  include culture clash between the modern way of life and the traditional Islamic way of life, conflict between classes, violence against women, deceit, and lies, gender inequality, biased legal system, and separation.
Most modern families living in Iran experience cultural conflicts between the modern way of life and the traditional Islamic way of life. In the film, ‘a separation’ written and directed by Asghar Farhadi, demonstrates this through two families where one family lives the modern life while the other family lives by the traditional Islamic rules. The modern family comprises of Nader and Simin and their daughter Termeh. (Farhadi, 2011). Simin who is Nader’s wife wants to relocate to another country where her teenage daughter can have a better life and more opportunities but his husband is against the idea because he has to take care of his ailing dad. Simin decides to apply for divorce which she is denied by the court and she cannot leave the country without her husband’s permission because it is against Muslim law. According to the Muslim law, a woman cannot leave a country without the consent of a male relative or a husband (Agencies, 2017). Also, Razieh, the woman who was employed by Nader to look after his father after her wife left to leave with her parents was reluctant to accept the job of washing an old man and taking him to the washrooms for it is against the Muslim rules. She accepts the job however but does not tell his husband because he is a traditional man who strictly observes the law of Islam.  This type of cultural conflict is highly experienced by modern families living in Iran where traditional Islamic believes hinder them from fully assimilating the modern way of life.
Another major issue that the modern family experience in Iran is the clash between classes. Nader and Simin are of the middle class. They both have jobs, Nader is a banker and Simin is a teacher in a girl’s school. After the divorce was rejected by the judge, Simin moved back to his parents’ house leaving Nader, his father, and Termeh by themselves. Nader had no alternative but to look for a nurse who could take care of his father during the day when he is at work. He found Razieh who was a young pregnant woman but of the lower class. A few days after getting the job Razieh and her daughter decide to go shopping and leave Nader’s father tied up in the bed with bandages. Unfortunately, the old man falls off the bed and his oxygen mask falls off, lucky for Nader comes in at the right time and helps him out. When Razieh comes back from shopping with her daughter Nader is furious and he pushes her and she falls down the stairs and she loses her baby. This marks the beginning of a new conflict where Nader sues Razieh for neglecting his father while she was under her care and Razieh sues Nader for killing her unborn baby. Razieh’s husband viewed Nader and Simin as elite corrupt and irreligious people who were in contempt of a jobless shoemaker and this made him so violent demanding for compensation for his wife’s loss. Razieh was not sure if the fall down the stairs caused the miscarriage or it was due to a previous accident that happened as she was performing her tasks. She was however not ready to receive payment from Nader because she was not sure but her husband wanted them to be compensated because they needed the money. The class conflict is also demonstrated at Razieh’s workplace where people in the flat where she works can play table football and interact but Razieh is not allowed. Generally, she is not treated like other people from the middle class, for example, Termeh’s teacher, when she visits Nader’s house she is treated as an honored guest.  This type of conflict between classes where a group of people views another group of people in the society as ignorant corrupt and in contempt of the other is also a major issue affecting the modern families in Iran.
Another issue facing the modern family in Iran and demonstrated in the film ‘a separation’ is violence against women. Nader, Razieh’s employer losses his temper when he finds his dad on the floor half dead and pushes Razieh down the stairs where she was severely injured and she lost her baby. From the film, Razieh asks Nader not to tell his husband that he got the job. Razieh wants to work so that she can help her husband pay his debt but she is afraid of telling her husband that she got a job because her husband Hojjat is a hot-tempered man and he might strike her. According to his Islamic laws, she was not supposed to work unless her husband authorized it. When Razieh refused to swear by the Quran so that Nader could pay the ‘blood money’ for the fetus he murdered, her husband almost beat her, this led to suspicions that Hojjat physically abuses his wife and that maybe the reason she miscarried.  According to the traditional Muslim believes the man is the man of the house and the wife is entitled to follow his rules and commands (IslamQA, 2018). This is another major challenge facing modern families in Iran where women sometimes don’t have a voice.
Deceit and lies is also an issue in the modern family in Iran as evident in the movie ‘a separation’. The first incidence of deceit is seen when Razieh asks Nader his employer not to inform her husband that she got the job which her husband did not authorize. She also asks her six years old daughter not tell his dad about her job. The second case of deceit is demonstrated when Nader lies about not knowing that Razieh was pregnant while he overheard her tell Termeh’s tutor that she was pregnant (Mandell, 2012).  A lot of deceit is a major issue in modern families in Iran which is done for different reasons, it can be for one's selfish reasons, for example, Nader lying that he did not know about the pregnancy or to protect yourself, for example, Razieh lying to her husband about the job. Though lying is against the teachings of the Quran in modern leaving people still do it.
Gender inequality is another issue experienced by people living a modern life in Iran. The movie ‘a separation’ starts in a courtroom where the judge asks Simin why she wanted to divorce Nader and she says it is because she is reluctant to move with her to a new country where she can have more opportunities together with her daughter. However, the judge dismisses the reason and asks her to go back to her life. According to Islamic laws, the right to divorce is given to the husband (IslamQA, 2018). From this sharia laws, only Nader could divorce Simin and not Simin to divorce Nader.  This form of gender inequality is a major issue that the modern families living in Iran encounter in their day to day life where women do not have a voice not only in the marriage institution but also in other matters.
The legal system of Iran is also another issue affecting modern living in Iran. From the film, Nader was to be imprisoned for life if he was found guilty for the murder of Razieh’s unborn baby that is if the court proved that Nader had knowledge of Razieh’s pregnancy. In other non-Islamic countries, second-degree murder does not guarantee life imprisonment but a minimum of 15 to a maximum of life imprisonment for a person with a clean record (Lawinfo, 2018). The Iran legal system is a combination of the modern inquisitorial court system and the Islamic sharia laws and murder are considered as a private crime and the only penalty for murder in Iran is life imprisonment (Mandell, 2012). This legal system highly affects modern living in Iran for the people who have to face these unique laws in the Islamic Republic of Iran.	
Another major issue affecting modern living in Iran is a separation in the marriage institution that is a separation between men and women. From the film Nader and Simin separate due to a family disagreement. (Farhadi, 2011). Both parents love their daughter and wish the best for her as shown in the film where Nader teaches her vocabularies and her mother teaches her to always speak the truth in the courtroom but her mother does not want her to grow in the current ‘circumstances’ of the Iran culture and laws while her dad does not want to leave the country. This was the disagreement that led to their separation. Separation negatively affects the modern way of living especially the children brought up in the modern way of life when they have to choose which parent they want to leave with. For example in the film after the separation of Nader and Simin, Termeh was asked by the judge to choose which parent she wanted to live with. (IslamQA, 2018). This is a very difficult decision for an 11-year-old kid to make considering that she has lived her entire life trying not to disappoint both her parents. Families in Iran living the modern life experience such often and it sometimes negatively affects the children who directly feel the repercussions of separation.
Conclusion
Modern living in the Islamic Republic of Iran experience a number of issues as shown by Asghar Farhadi in his film ‘a separation’. The film shows the problem modern families in Iran living in the urban center's experience. The film covers religious problems, where he shows how the Islamic religion is preventing modern families from fully assimilating modern life, due to traditional religious beliefs. The film also covers cultural practices that are also inhibiting Iranians from living the modern life. Asghar Farhadi also demonstrates in the film a few political structures that are negatively affecting the modern way of living, for example, the judicial system of Iran is not fully independent of religious influence. This makes it difficult for modern people and families to get justice without influence from traditional Islamic beliefs.
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